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MEMBER FOR DARLING RANGE — SERVICE MEDALS 

675. Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE to the Premier: 
The member for Darling Range, under scrutiny from the media, has admitted to wearing an overseas operational 
service medal that he was never awarded. What action has the Premier taken in relation to this fact? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
The matter, as I understand it, came to attention on Saturday in The Weekend West, and it has come to further 
attention in Monday’s The West Australian and in today’s The West Australian and other media outlets. I was 
overseas and basically in transit for a large part of that period. I got back to my house late on Sunday night, maybe 
midnight. I rang the member for Darling Range yesterday morning. I told him I was disappointed. I told him that 
what he did was not acceptable, and that a lot of people would be disappointed in his conduct. He admitted that he 
had done the wrong thing, and he apologised to me and he asked me to pass on his apology to others. As people 
are aware, he issued a statement, I think on Saturday, explaining the situation from his point of view, that he had 
purchased this medal on the basis—I have got the statement here somewhere—that he thought the medal he was 
purchasing was one that would reflect the service that he had undertaken when he was a police constable in the 
British police serving internationally. His explanation is his explanation. Obviously to me, wearing a medal to 
which you are not entitled is something you should not do. We sometimes see it out there on Anzac Day or the 
like. Sometimes we see people wearing medals on the wrong side of their chest, which of course is not appropriate 
either. There is a whole range of things that people do in regard to these things that are not appropriate. The member 
for Darling Range did something that was not appropriate. I repeat to members that I think he has paid a price in 
the last few days in terms of the public humiliation and distress that he is going through. As I said before, some 
medical attention is being provided to him currently. I have counselled him severely in relation to what has gone 
on. He has apologised to me and the public. 
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